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A. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL DATA 
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NManucerio. 2ource Materials on Life 


(a) Kadcliffe College, Schlesinger Library on the His- 
pary of Women in America contains 62 items ea 
eorrespondence; biographical material; clipping 
photo; eraphs} papers relating to childhood, ieeerd 
an ei work as ECan for American So ce iiion 
far “eS anaes travew to: fare hast (other! activitties: 
the library contains unpublished inventory. 


Item 73-854 in NUC of Manuscript Collections (199) 


(b) The American Academy of Arts and Letters Library 
(Noy .) contains 60 4 vene? ‘of “correspondence from 
eller relating to the ES ie 


a 


Helen Ke 


S 5 ry “yr = tres hy f wkd ‘ = a ) SiN 
rien Ol-212/7 we NUCY of Manuscript Collections: :(.199) 


mnie Wee ooOlVection of photographs of- Hele 
foamniviyeeand her friends is The Three Lives o 

Keller by Kichard Harrity and Ralph G. Wartin (item 
#36 in bibliography). 


CQ : . T. “ 
SpuUrVvivine Lescendents 


The New York Times obituary, June 2, 19 
Keller*s Surviving relatives as her br 
rerter Of *Dallas;0Texas, ~andeher sister 
Tyson of Montgomery, Alabama. Neither of these names, 
mowever, is Listed in the mes telephone directories 
OF Their respective wcities 


By « BIOURAPHIC Aly DATA 


Ancestry ord Parentage 


Penner: ) Armthur’l., Kelders.a\ captain in ‘the Confederate 
army (96)(13)(110) descended from Caspar Keller, native 
of Switzerland, who settled in Maryland (86)(13) and from 
General Alexander Spotswood, Royal Governor of Virginia 
fo ee Ol pe cousin. of, General, hobertsE,. Lee (86), 
published the local Tuscumbia, Alabama, newspaper the 
North Alambian (86)(193); appointed Marshall of North 
Alabama by President Cleveland (86)(193); married twice, - 
his first wife died leaving him two grown sons (86); 
married second wife, Kate Adams, who bore him two daugh- 
ters and a’son (86)(23) 


o a , 
He was--a ma 


a Puyoattacneagvornic tamidy, of trve 
Southern hos 
a 
l 


on 
ity, a famous teller of anecdotes; 
his garde e 


n 5 were sources of constant delight 
to niir. 02) 


86) 


Peer oes teaietinctrecollection of my father is making 
my wey through great drifts of newspapers to his side 

and eiAding him alone, noldingia sheet of papér before 
hove TAGho bo) 


Mother: Kate Adams, second wife of Arthur H. Keller, 
and twenty years his junior; (86)(110) distantly related 
to Edward 1 verett (G6) 013) .and Edward. everett Hale (13). 


tony 


Mrs. Keller watched over the pigs, turkeys, chickens 
and sheep, and had a county reputation for curing hams, 
But her special lave was an old-fashioned garden that 
became a paradize for her three children yet to be 
Bert... CO) 


owen tL (Helen) write of my. mother?..she is so near 
to me that it almost seems indelicate to speak of her.” 


eo, 
Birth 


Born Helen Adams Keller on June 27, 1880 in Tuscumbia, 
Alabama (86)(189)(194)(110). 


Child was originally intended to be christened "Helen 

Everett" after her maternal grandmother, “but the for- 
peau. Lather, shuszyving to. enureh; gave the child his 

Wite’s maiden name, “Helen Adams‘”( &6)(13) 


Digitized by the Internet Archive — 
in 2024 with funding from 
American Printing House for the Blind, Inc. 


https://archive.org/details/biobibliographicOOdebo 


ice 


mine oary dieleniwas aystrong,: .assertive child, ‘quick, 
imitative, and precocious -in ghee bing toe speak” (LO) 
Gectk:; a4 ssmcemontns could cay “How.d"ye" and "bea, itea, 
tea." and her.favorite word ."wah-wah". for water (193) 
(SOMA elied at ace one year 086) (3).0193)., 


“De Derinwins of my) life was, simple and much like every 
other ees lite, i came, LT saw, I conquered, as the 
@icsit baby asm. the fami by ial ways, does." (13) 


jer half-brothers by her father’s first wife 


fer Siblings: a sister, Mildred Keller Tyson ; 
ry chit ros pb. Kel hers the youngest Keller 


Bconomic and Social Position of Family 


Captain neller owned large estate but was "land poor" 
ani Gould rot affcra proper care for Helen (193); an 
“intermittently prosperous country gentleman"( 206 


mormal, healthy baby until Feb. 1882 when at 
SG months she was suddenly stricken with a 
Liness (189) (195) (110) (193) diagnosed as 
Sticm of the stomach and brain"(110) (86) 

( ater speculated tor be’ Scarlet fever (189). 
The iliness left quickly, but destroyed Helen's sight 

hearing, discovered when "she did not respond to he 
loud ringing of a bell or close her eyes when her mothe 
dressed or bathed ‘her”’(68). (86); 


“These Nappy days (of normal’ childhood) did@not last 

long. (One brief spring, musical with the song of robin 

and’ mockingbird, one summer rich in fruit and roses, 

one autumn of gold and crimson sped by and left their 

gifts at the feet of an eager, delighted child. Then 

in the dreary month of February, came the illness which 
closed my eyes and ears and plunged me into the unconscious- 
ness of a newborn baby...Gradually I got used to the 

Silence and darkness that surrounded me and forgot that 

it had ever been different."(13) 


“ter infancy and»earily childhood were a succession of 
days of frustration, manifest by outbursts of anger and 
fractious behavicr;"(206) Ae her aimless dayless life, 
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she was deaf, blind and unable to speak, a smal 
animal, violent and stubborn, given to’ spasins o: 
ce, weose family were often bruised by her assaults 


She was a dangerous adversary...whom no one knew how to 
set ee ae AON opts whatever She chose from the dishes 

on time table and’ throwing herself in fury on ‘the’ floor.” 
(62) 


No eoctormwas able) tor help Helen’ (86) (68)(120)3 4m 1886 

a famous ‘eculist, Dri’ chisholm of Baltimore, while maintain— 
ing that recovery was hopeless, suggested to Helen' 
parents the possibility of educating her; Chisholm recom- 
mended consultation with Dr. Alexander Graham 3ell who 

in turn urged parents te contact Michael Anagnos, head 

of Perkins Institute. for, the Blind’ in’ Boston, about . 
Securing a teacher for Helen. (13)0110) (86) (68) (193) 
V200)—> Aviaenos. sent Miss’ Anne Sullivan; aged’ 20, to the 
Kellers; arrived in Tuscumbia, March 3, 1887, when 

Helene was sever years old: (193)(910) (13) (67). 


Arine: oulli van 


"The most important day I remember in all my life is the 
one on which my teacher, Anne Mansfield Sullivan, came 
to me. I am filled with wonder when I consider the 
immeasurable contrasts between the two lives which it 
connects."(13) 


Anne Mansfield Sullivan "had a childhood of horror (86), 
parents were poverty-stricken Irish immigrants who 
abused her; after mother died, father sent Anne and brother 
Jimmie to Massachusetts poor house where Jimmie died and 
Anne grew almost totally blind; transfer to Perkins 
Institute after four years provided education, includ- 
ing knowledge of manual alphabet from deaf and blind 
Laura Bridgman, and operations which partially bees 
her sight; graduated from Perkins Institute as clas 
Wevedicvorian,-accepting position of teacher ‘for Herel 
Keller with reluctance and apprehension (86)(68)(67). 


"ierew wt was, “twenty years ‘old,’ and I’ realized that I 
didn know 4 single subject thoroughly. ~ I) could not 
possibly teach and I had no urge to teach.’ * Ti knew Dew 
than 1 had six years ago how abysmal my ignorance was,” 


(86) (67) 


Education 


After finding it futile to work with Helen within the 
family unit, Miss Sullivan stayed alone with Helen for 


two weeks in an adjacent house; Grins tls period, 
Helen submitted to Miss Sullivan's discipline and in- 


etriietion’ (eG) (67) (68) (13), 


"Hi eae nn hig LHe VERens (Ne Turtousmiittie termagant, 
had been transformed into a gentle child, contentedly 
Stringing her beads and serenely crocheting...” ( 68) 


Helen made the association between hand language and 

physical reality when she grasped the understanding 

that “w-a-t-e-r" represented the substance Miss Sul- 

livan was pumping over her hand (13)(67)(68)(206): 

"As the cool stream gushed over one hand she spelled 

into the other the word water, first slowly, then rapid- 

ly. I stood still, my whole attention fixed upon the. 

moLlons sof cher \fingers.1,csuddenky. I felt.a misty con=- 

Scliousness as of something forgotten-~-a thrill of re- 

turning thought; and somehow the mystery of language 

was revealed to me. I knew then that "w-a-t-e-r" 

meant the wonderful cool something that was flowing .over 

my hand. That living word awakened my Soul, gave it 

Dyer seope, ov, eset it treed here were barriers stial, 
e, buteparriers that could in.time be swept 


ine iS6S0q) Helen began to studysoral speech with Miss 

Danan Fuller, principal of Horace Mann School for the 
Deaf,; in Boston Vee Cb ei1034sAinndbOe: began attending 
the Wright-Humason Oral school, in New York for two years 
taking: advancec mee Hore in oral speech and li p-reading 
Meee on ioe 1 S"’Sheastiliehadea® teoneless voice. When 
she read aloud, her Ba sae lacked variety and modulation, 
ae ne a with too much breath in two or three middle 
ton "- (86) 


Eritered Cambridger School: for’ Young Ladies-in October, 
606i toopre pane fore coldeze 25) i 66) 62632) where “tor 
the first time in my life, I enjoyed the companionship 
of seeing and hearing girls of my own age." (13) With- 
drawn from school by Mrs. Keller in 1898 after dispute 
Kewtoen Miss Sullivan and ir. Gilman, principal of the 
school (13)(68); Remainder of college preparation was 
PYivate siitorine under Win. Merton S. Keith, of Cambridge 


(Tae = 


Entered Radcliffe College by 2900212 3) (86) (193), moti- 
vated "because they didn’t want me at Kadcliffe and I 
was stubborn by nature (86)(13); elected vice-presi- 
dent. of vec Aas elass (193); graduated with B.A. in 
1004 cum Taude, (2193) (86) 
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Other honorary educational degrees awarded: 


3.) Lect, L Temple University 

1932 Aes University of Glasgow, Scotland 

1951 i 8 University of Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, South Africa 

nos Port, “raver sity of Delhs 

LOSS ie San Free University of Berlin 


ao SS Ee, Ds Harvard (203) 


Keligion 


Helen was converted early in life to the New Church 
Doctrines of the mystic Emmanuel Swedenborg (68) (206) 
(7); the essence of the faith was "that the essence of 
divine life is love and that men are dead unless they 
eee mavec oy. 1 t.... Colm. n, this area, she differed 
from Anne Sullivan who possessed no religious convic- 
mions (66) (67 C14). 


Marriage 


Helen Keller never 
do so by Alexander 
Sous Wiarry.s it yaa S 
and was once engage 


» although was encouraged to 
ishedsto.do <0 (PALI women 
get men ss marry. tnem’s( 86); 


Fell pin. leve in 1916 with 29-year-old,Socialist, Peter 
Fagan wno was acting as her temporary secretary; they 
took out marriage license and planned secret wedding, 
but newspapers broke story and Mrs, Keller broke up 
the pair (5)(68)(294), 


. 


Sovnee lor, on Yatronal and. inter 


newronal rola cuons for 
Piewemerican Eoundation for the Blix 


1d.4(.203) ; 


Ceuncelor.on national and international relations for 
the American Foundation for the Uverseas Blind (203); 


“a 


Appointed to Siassachusetts Commission for the Blind 
E86). 
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Chief Accomplishments 


Instigated the first state commission for the blind 


UROS 


Lecturer, fundraiser, lobbiest, and writer on behalf of 


Puimaye toured Uo.  shustratia, Canada, Eecypt,. France, 
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9. 


10, 


Great Britain, Greece, Ireland, Israel, Hashemite 


Kingdom of Jorda 


nm, Lebanon, Syria, italy, Japan, tugo- 


Slevia, Korea, NMonchukup, New Zealand, ocootiand, South 
Africa, and South khodesia (203). 


“Eanecially in the early decades of the twentieth century, 
lectures and the example of her life did a great deal to 
educate an ignorant public about the problems and 
Potentialatees of the)blind.” (189) 


Writing 


fi 


honoree «partial list) 


1. Achievement Prize Pictorial kKeview 1931 
2, Urder of Si sava, Yugoslavia 1931 
3. Koosevelt Medal 1936 
4, Gold key, National Education Association 1938 
Sa oor Of sonor or pioneer work in redief of 1941 
handicapped--International Federation of 
Women's Cluds 
On wel.o, Achievement Certificate 1¢t 
Je eNarag ot Director General, Lions International 195] 
8. Destinguished Service Medal from American 195) 
Association of Workers for the Blind 
9. National Humanitarian Award, Variety Clubs 1951 
International 
10. Gol@ Medal, National Institute of Scocial WOS2 
Sciences 
PL, Nervtorius Service: Award, National Kehabilita- 1952 
tion Association 
2. Medal of Merit (Lebanon) ise 
13. Chevalier Legion of Honor (France) TOS 
a> Southern Cross (Brazil) 1. o53 
15. Award for best feature length documentary Lo55 
film / National Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences 
16, Presidential Medal of Freedom 1964 
17. Golden Plate Award / American Academy of 1965 
Achievement 
(203) 
Death 


Died June 1, 1966 in Westport, Conn. (195)(189)(193); 
funeral services held in National Cathedral in 
Washington (206), 
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Inconsistencies in facts, dates, etc. 


(a) 


(bd) 


Encyclopedia Britannica (194) states that Helen 
Keller was "born bind; deaf, and mute;" all: other 
sources State that loss of sight and hearing oc- 
curred after illness at 19 months; 


Encyclopedia Britannica states that Miss Keller 
diledmun cacton, Connecticut. 
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